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 This study was conducted to determine if differentiated instruction improved student 
growth.  The overall effectiveness was studied as well as that of gender and the aptitude of 
average and above average students.  The study was that of a quasi-experimental design using 
student subjects in the classrooms of three second-grade teachers.  The school in the study was 
located in an affluent suburb outside of a major city in the Midwest.  This quantitative study 
concluded that differentiated instruction did not have an overall effectiveness at a significant 
level.  Students with a higher academic ability benefited significantly with opportunity to be 
challenged at a higher level while students of average ability did not.  There was no significant 
difference between the achievement of males and females. 
 
 
 
 
 
